
Memo to file 

February 9, 2007 

From: Peter E. Kurtze 
Administrator, Evaluation and Registration 

Re: PG: 70-7 
Lanham House 

The property documented in the following MIHP form has not been formally evaluated 
for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The comments in the 
text are those of the preparer of the documentation. The State Historic Preservation 
Officer has neither concurred nor disagreed with those comments. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes_ 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no 

roperty Name: Lanham House Inventory Number: PG: 70-7 

Address: 8901 Annapolis Road City: Lanham Zip Code: 20706 

County: Prince George's USGS Topographic Map: Lanham 

Owner: n/a Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: n/a Tax Map Number: n/a Tax Account ID Number: n/a 

Project: Baltimore-Washington Maglev Amtrak Agency: MTA 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district, yes Eligible district yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context _ y e s 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations': A B C D E F G None 

documentation on the property/district is presented in: Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Inventory Form (Prince 
George's County Planning Office, 1985). 

Descr ip t ion of Property and Eligibili ty Determinat ion: (Vse continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Lanham House was a vernacular frame farmhouse built in the 1890s and expanded in Classical Revival style multiple times 
before 1930. It was expanded and converted from a residence to law offices in 1969 as the surrounding area developed into a 
modern commercial-strip district following construction of the Capital Beltway and the Annapolis Road interchange adjacent to 
the house. 

The Lanham House was demolished sometime between when it was documented by Prince George's County in 1985 and 
revision of the USGS Lanham quadrangle in 1993, on which it does not appear. The site is now occupied by freestanding one-
story chain restaurants and parking lots. 

Prepared by: Kate Farnham, John Milner Associates Date Prepared: 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Crifpria: A R C T) Considerations: A R C T) 

MHT Comments 

> 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services 

Reviewer, NR Program 

10/10/2003 

E F G 

Date 

Date 

None 







PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #70-7 3 u i l d i n g Date: 189Q's, 1919, ca . 1930 

B u i l d i n g Name: Lanham House 

L o c a t i o n : 8901 Annapolis Road, Lanham, Maryland 

P r i v a t e / O f f i ce/Occupi ed/Good/Accessi o 1 e 
Desc r i p t i on 

The Lanham House is a rebu i l t * and reor iented frame farmhouse now more 
than double i t s o r i g i na l s i z e . The bu i l d i ng is in three sect ions: the wester
l y gable-roofed main b lock , now expanded and a l t e r e d , was the o r i g i n a l farm
house; the pa ra l l e l eas te r ly sect ion and the perpendicular central sect ion 
which connects tham, were added a f t e r the a l t e ra t i ons to the main b lock . The 
wes ter ly main block is two-and-one-ha l f -s to r ies and gaole- roofed, w i th the 
main facade now being i t s nor th gable end. The o r i g i n a l bu i ld ing was three 
bays Qy one bay, wi th entrance in the west facade; i t s length has been 
inc reased, and a monumental entrance wi th t a l l Tuscan columns, p i l a s t e r s and 
f u l l en tab la tu re , has tie^n b u i l t onto the north gaole end. Above tne entaDla-
t u r e i s a pediment wi th modi l l ioned co rn i ce . The main block rests on a br ick 
f ounda t i on . Siding is of wiae hor izon ta l board, and the roof is covered w i th 
aspha l t sh ing le . A f te r tne north po r t i co was cons t ruc ted , a smal ler one-and-
o n e - h a l f - s t o r y gaole roofed b u i l d i n g was constructed east of and p a r a l l e l to 
the main b lock , and connected to the main block by a narrow i i ve -bay- long one-
s to ry perpendicular connecting w ing . A l l openings have a special a rch i t rave 
t rea tmen t : doors f lanked by molded p i l a s t e r s and surmounted by an entablature 
w i t h s o l i d arched fan pediment. L ike the main b lock, the two wings rest on 
b r i c k foundations which enclose a basement space. They are sided wi th wide 
ho r i zon ta l board, and the roofs are covered wi th asphalt sh ing le . 

Significance 

The Lanham House is a conspicuous landmark in the dense commercial area 
o f Lanham at the Capital Beltway. I t represents a simple n ineteenth-century 
vernacu lar dwel l ing which has been t o t a l l y renovated and expanded in to an 
unusual and complex b u i l d i n g . The o r i g i na l frame I-house was constructed 
s h o r t l y a f t e r 1892, when tne Lanham fami ly purchased Lot H of Seal 1 and 
8aker 's subd iv is ion at Lanham S t a t i o n . The property was sold to the Lanham's 
son P a u l , who, at that t ime , 1919/20, undertook the renovation of the b u i l d 
i n g . Family t r a d i t i o n ind icates that ne acquired ready-made columns and 
en tab la tu re from the Hechinger Company, and placed them at the north gaole 
end, thus reo r ien t ing the b u i l d i n g away from the r a i l r o a d , and g iv ing i t a 
c l a s s i c a l temple appearance. In the 1930's the bu i l d ing was expanded by the 
a d d i t i o n of a p * ra l l e l but smal ler gable-roofed sec t i on , connected to the main 
block by a perpendicular s e c t i o n . This complex dwel l ing was sold in 1969 to a 
law f i r m , which expanded and remodelled the bu i l d i ng to serve as a law o f f i c e . 
The r e s u l t is a s t r i k i n g and unusual metamorphosis of a simple vernacular 
d w e l l i n g . 

Acreage: 15,681 square feet 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey Mo. P.G.#70-7 

:'-agi Mo. 

DOE ves no 

1. Name { i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e a name) 

historic Lanham House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

i t™*! i numbtf 8901 Annapolis Road (M a r y i a n c i Route 450) 

city, town Lannam vicinity ot congressional district 

state Maryland c o u n t y Prince George's 

3. Classification 

. not for publication 

5 

Category 
district 

_X_ bulldlng(s) 
structure 
•Me 

4. 

object 

Ownership. 
public 

_X_prtvett-
both 

Publ ic Acoui«it lor 
in process 
being considered 

x n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

S t a t u * 
x occupied 

unoccupied 
j work in progress 
Accessible 

yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

_X_ no 

Owner of Property 

iwm Lexres L t d . 

itreat & numotr 

city, 

3901 Annapolis 

town Lar.har 

Road 

( g i v e names and 

s t a t e 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

:_ government 
industrial 
military 

m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s 

t e l e p h o n e no 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

_ x _ other: o f f i c e 

o f ' a l l o w n e r s ) 

and z i p cede Md. 20706 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 

street & number Ma in S t r e e t 

ctty. town Uooer Marl bore 

Prince George's County Courthouse 

stats 

l i b e r 3712 

f o l i o 948 

Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
atK Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

d a f 197^ federal state 5 county local 

depository for survey record History D i v i s i o n , MNCPPC 

cnv. tow 
RiverdaU stair Md. 

T 



7, Description 
Survey No. P.G. #70-7 

Condition 
excellent 

-S— good 
fair 

deteriorated 
, ruins 
unexposed 

c*»«c*, one 
unaltered 

- altered 

Chech, one 
1 original site 
, moved date of move 

?,lt^* b ? t h a s u n m a r 7 Paragraph and a general descr ipt ion of the resource ana i t s 
various elements as i t e x i s t s todav. 

The Lannam House is a r e b u i l t and reor iented frame farmnouse now more 
than double i t s o r i g ina l s i ze . I t is located j us t outside of the Capital 
Beltway in lannam, in a heavi ly developed commercial area between Maryland 
Route 450 and the Amtrak Ra i l road . The bu i ld ing is in three sect ions: the 
wester ly gable-roofed main block, now expanded and a l t e red , was the o r i g 
ina l farmhouse; the pa ra l l e l easter ly sect ion and the perpenaicular central 
sect ion which connects them, were added a f te r the a l t e r a t i o n to tne main 
b lock. 

The wester ly main block (A) is two-and-one-hal f -s tor ies and gable-
roofed, wi th the main facade now being i t s north gable end. The o r ig ina l 
bu i l d i ng was three bays by one bay, and entrance was in the center of the 
west facade; i t s length has now been increased by one bay at i t s south end, 
and a monumental entrance has been b u i l t onto the north gable end. 
Entrance is in the central bay of the three-bay north gable end througn two 
ten-pane (double) doors, which have molded surround and a stuccoed-over 
f a n l i g h t . The f lank ing windows and those in the second story are 8/8 
double hung sash; they have p la in board surrounds wi th an outside molding, 
and no s h u t t e r s . Across the north gable end is a monumental two-story • (3) 
p o r t i c o ; f ou r t a l l Tuscan columns and two p i l as te rs with molded cap i ta ls 
and bases support a f u l l en tab la tu re . Above the entaolature is a pediment 
w i th modi l l ioned cornice; the face of the pediment is stuccoed and hi git-
l i gh ted by a large th i r teen -sec t ion lunet te window. The po r t i co has a 
br ick f l o o r and coffered c e i l i n g . 

At the opposite (south) end of the b u i l d i n g , a s im i la r but less elab
orate pediment f i l l s the gable end, w i th a louvered lunet te window. (When 
the add i t iona l bay's length was added to the main block in 1969(F), t h i s 
lunet te and cornice were relocated and reused.) There is an entrance in 
the central bay of t h i s three-bay south gable end, through a door wi th 
four-pane s i d e l i g h t s . A one-bay one-story pedimented entry porch w i th 
Tuscan columns shelters t h i s doorway. 

On the long east and west facades of the main block there is a*pedi
mented cross gable centered above the o r i g i na l three-bay sec t i on . Within 
these two pediments are f i ve -sec t i on lune t tes . 



PG: 70-7 

41. Continued 

The main block rests on a br ick foundat ion. Siding is of wide h o r i 
zontal board, and the roof is covered with asphalt sh ing le . There are two 
corbel led br ick chimneys, one in each of the east and west planes of the 
roof between second ana t h i r d bays of the o r ig ina l b lock. There is a base
ment unaer the north section of the bu i l d i ng , but construct ion de ta i l s are 
not v i s i b l e . 

A f te r the north por t ico was constructed, a smaller one-ana-one-half-
story gable roofed bu i ld ing (C) was constructed east of ana para l le l to the 
main b lock, and connected to the main block by a narrow f ive-bay- long one-
story perpendicular connecting wing (D). In the north ana south gaole enas 
of Section C, and the north and south central bays of D-, as wt i l a the 
t h i r d (northmost) bay of the east facade of 8, there are openings w i th 
special arch i t rave t reatment. Each of these f i ve openings consists of a 
pa i r of ten-pane doors f lanked by moldea p i las te rs and surmounted oy an 
entaDlature with so l id arched fan pediment. When two Days length ( E ) was added 
to the south of Sec t ionC, t h i s ornamental pi lasterea (arcnea) opening was 
trimmea and relocated at the new south gable end. Witnin the peaimented 
north and south gable ends of Section C are six-pane lunet te windows. 

The one-story connecting wing (D) is one-room aeep. I ts north and 
south facades are f u l l y glazed, consis t ing of douole eight-pane windows on 
each side of the central p i las tered/arched opening. 

Like the main block, the two wings- rest on brick foundations which 
enclose a basement space. They are sided with wide horizontal boara, and 
the roofs are covered wi th asphalt sh ing le . 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#70-7 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

ii_ 1800-1899 
2L.190O-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community pisnning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
, economics 
. education 
. engineering 
. exploration/settlement 
. industry 
. invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 

. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
. other (specify) 

* — W l c d " t ~ 1890's.1 q?n.1Q3n'* Builder/Architect (A. B i r c h Fit7simnnO 

check: Applicable Criteria: A I C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state _local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Lanham House is a conspicuous landmark in the dense commercial 
area of Lanham at the Capital Beltway. It represents a simple late nine
teenth-century vernacular dwelling which has been totally renovated and 
expanded into an unusual and complex building. The original frame dwelling 
was constructed shortly after 1892, when the Lanham family purchased Lot #4 
of Beall and Baker's subdivision at Lanham Station.1 The house was a typi
cal two-story frame I-house, three-bays-by-one-bay; it had a central 
entrance with two parlors, side by side. The staircase rose along the 
south gable end, and was visible through the first story window in that 
gable end. The dwelling faced west toward Lanham Station Road. 

This simple I-house was expanded in several stages. First, around the 
turn of this century, the one-story east wing or "pump room" (visible in 
an 1896 photo) was extended the full length of the house, and raised to two 
full stories, adding a dining room to the south, and two bedrooms above. A 
new transverse staircase was added to give access to this new section; the 
original east exterior wall of the house became the west wall of this new 
staircase. This expanded easterly section is labeled (B) in the plan. 

Trueman and Emma Lanham died in 1916 and 1919 respectively, and the 
property was sold out of their estate to their son, Paul Lanham. In 1920, 
the younger Lanham began the second and major renovation of the house, 
designed by his friend, architect A. Birch Fitzsimons. A monumental 
Classical two-story portico (with ready made columns and entablature from 
the Hechinger Company) was constructed across the north gable end, thus 
reorienting the house to face north toward Defense Highway. Classical 
interior mantel and panellings were installed in the westerly parlor, and 
the original west entrance was converted into a window. The result was a 
large and handsome Classical Revival mansion. At the same time, the first 
story window in the south gable end was converted into a door, which led 
south into a new one-story pantry or "brick room".2 

Further additions were constructed in the 1930's. A fully-glazed game 
room (D) was built at right angles to the house; it extended eastward to a 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No.. PG#70-7 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

S e c c"' on 8 P a z e 2 
Statement of Significance (continued) * 

small 1 1/2 story gable-roof wing (C). These sections were highlighted by 
pre-milled entrance treatment, with pilasters and decorative entablature. 
The wing served as a reception/family room, and had a garage beneath it, 
partially below grade and accessible from the east.3 

After the death of Paul Lanham in 1961, his widow sold this complex 
dwelling (1969) to a law firm*, which contracted with architect Robert 
Puskar to expand and remodel the building to serve as a law office. This 
was done by adding one bay's length to the south of the main block (F), and 
relocating and reusing the fanlight, trim and cornice in the new south 
gable end; a small pedimented entry porch was built on this south gable end. 
The easterly section was also increased in length by two bays (E), incor
porated, the old "brick room"; again the entrance pilasters and entablature 
were relocated and trimmed for reuse at the new south gable end. Spaces in 
the main block and connecting section were remodeled into offices, while 
most of the easterly section was converted into a law library.5 The result 
is a striking and unusual metamorphosis of a simple vernacular dwelling. 

Notes 
1 Prince George's County Land records JWB #20:764; JWB #21:429; JWB 
#23:358. 

2 Prince George's County Will GPH #1:754; Estate files #2773 and #3084; 
conversation with Paul Lanham, Jr., April 1985, and February 1987. 

3 Lanham Centennial Souvenir Book, 1972; conversation with Paul Lanham, 
Jr., April 1985, and February 1987. 

4 Prince George's County Land Records #3712:948. 

5 Drawings of architect Robert Puskar, Suitland, Maryland, 1969. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References survey NO. P.G. #70-7 

Cf. Chain of Title 

Cf. Notes, Item #8 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 5 , 6 8 1 Sq . f t . 

Quadrangle name I anham, S g c t i on A 
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'••irjai boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion 

List all s t a t e s and count ies for propert ies over 

state code 

:/ : j u n t y 

ccuniv code 

state code county 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/tme Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian 

organization Historic Preservation Commission 

st««4num*H c / ° C o u n ty Panning 

cityortown Upper Marlboro 

itam August 1985 

, , , 952-3521 
telephone 

state M d ' 

code 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y created by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infringement of 
i n d i v i d u a l property r i g h t s . 

return t o : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 
Shaw House 
21 S ta te C i r c l e 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #70-7 Bui lding Date: 1890's, 1919, ca. 1930 

Bui lding Name: Lanham House 

Location: 8901 Annapolis Road, Lanham, Maryland 

Pr iva te /Of f i ce/Occupi ed/Good/Accessi ble 
Description 

The Lanham House is a rebu i l t and reoriented frame farmhouse now more 
than double i t s or ig ina l s ize . The bui ld ing is in three sections: the wester
ly gable-roofed main block, now expanded and a l te red , was the or ig ina l farm
house; the para l le l easterly section and the perpendicular central section 
which connects them, were added af ter the a l tera t ions to the main block. The 
westerly main block is two-and-one-half-stor ies and gable-roofed, with the 
main facade now being i t s north gable end. The or ig inal bui lding was three 
bays by one bay, with entrance in the west facade; i t s length has been 
increased, and a monumental entrance with t a l l Tuscan columns, p i las ters and 
f u l l entablature, has been b u i l t onto the north gable end. Above the entabla
ture is a pediment with modill ioned cornice. The main block rests on a br ick 
foundation. Siding is of wide horizontal board, and the roof is covered wi th 
asphalt shingle. Af ter the north port ico was constructed, a smaller one-and-
one-half-story gable roofed bui ld ing was constructed east of and para l le l to 
the main block, and connected to the main block by a narrow f ive-bay- long one-
story perpendicular connecting wing. A l l openings have a special archi t rave 
treatment: doors flanked by molded p i las ters and surmounted by an entablature 
with sol id arched fan pediment. Like the main block, the two wings rest on 
brick foundations which enclose a basement space. They are sided with wide 
horizontal board, and the roofs are covered with asphalt sh ingle. 

Significance 

The Lanham House is a conspicuous landmark in the dense commercial area 
of Lanham at the Capital Beltway. I t represents a simple nineteenth-century 
vernacular dwell ing which has been t o t a l l y renovated and expanded into an 
unusual and complex bu i l d i ng . The or ig inal frame I-house was constructed 
shor t ly af ter 1892, when the Lanham family purchased Lot #4 of Beal1 and 
Baker's subdivision at Lanham Sta t ion . The property was sold to the Lanham's 
son Paul, who, at that t ime, 1919/20, undertook the renovation of the bu i l d 
i ng . Family t r a d i t i o n indicates that he acquired ready-made columns and 
entablature from the Hechinger Company, and placed them at the north gable 
end, thus reor ient ing the bui ld ing away from the ra i l r oad , and giving i t a 
c lassical temple appearance. In the 1930's the bui lding was expanded by the 
addit ion of a para l le l but smaller gable-roofed sect ion, connected to the main 
block by a perpendicular sect ion. This complex dwell ing was sold in 1969 to a 
law f i r m , which expanded and remodelled the bui ld ing to serve as a law o f f i c e . 
The resul t is a s t r i k i ng and unusual metamorphosis of a simple vernacular 
dwel l ing . 

Acreage: 15,681 square feet 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. P.G.#70-7 

Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

* 

1 . Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic Lanham House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 
8901 Annapolis Road (Maryland Route 450) _ 

city, town Lannam vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland c o u n t y Prince George's 

3. Classification 

_ not for publication 

5 

Category 
district 

x building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

X no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

__X- other: o f f i c e 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name Lexres Ltd. 

street & number 8901 Annapolis Road telephone no, 

city, town Lanham s t a t e and z ip code Md. 20706 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse 

street & number Main S t r e e t 

l i b e r 3712 

f o l i o 948 

city,town Upper Marlboro state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 federal state X county local 

lepository for survey records History D iv i s ion , MNCPPC 

city, town 
Riverdale 

state Md, 



7- Description survey NO. P .G. #70-7 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _ original site 

_X good ruins _* altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepa re both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s elements as i t e x i s t s today . 

The Lanham House is a rebu i l t and reoriented frame farmhouse now more 
than double i t s or ig ina l s ize . I t is located jus t outside of the Capital 
Beltway in Lanham, in a heavily developed commercial area between Maryland 
Route 450 and the Amtrak Rai l road. The bui lding is in three sections: the 
wester ly gable-roofed main block, now expanded and a l te red , was the o r i g 
inal farmhouse; the para l le l easterly section and the perpendicular central 
sect ion which connects them, were added after the a l terat ions to the main 
block. 

The westerly main block (A) is two-and-one-half-stories and gable-
roofed, with the main facade now being i t s north gable end. The or ig ina l 
bu i ld ing was three bays by one bay, and entrance was in the center of the 
west facade; i t s length has now been increased by one bay at i t s south end, 
and a monumental entrance has been b u i l t onto the north gable end. 
Entrance is in the central bay of the three-bay north gable end through two 
ten-pane (double) doors, which have molded surround and a stuccoed-over 
f a n l i g h t . The f lank ing windows and those in the second story are 8/8 
double hung sash; they have pla in board surrounds with an outside molding, 
and no shut te rs . Across the north gable end is a monumental two-story 
por t i co- four t a l l Tuscan columns and two pi lasters with molded capitals 
and bases support a f u l l entablature. Above the entablature is a pediment 
wi th modil l ioned cornice; the face of the pediment is stuccoed and high
l igh ted by a large th i r teen-sec t ion lunet te window. The port ico has a 
br ick f l oo r and coffered c e i l i n g . 

At the opposite (south) end of the bu i ld ing , a s imi lar but less elab
orate pediment f i l l s the gable end, with a louvered lunette window. (When 
the addi t ional bay's length was added to the main block in 1969, th is 
lunet te and cornice were relocated and reused.) There is an entrance in 
the central bay of t h i s three-bay south gable end, through a door with 
four-pane s i d e l i g h t s . A one-bay one-story pedimented entry porch with 
Tuscan columns shelters th is doorway. 

On the long east and west facades of the main block there is a pedi
mented cross gable centered above the or ig inal three-bay sect ion. Within 
these two pediments are f ive-sect ion lunet tes. 



8. Significance survey NO. P.G.#70-7 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

-X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
-X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention ., x_^x)ther (specify) 
l ocaT l r i s t o r y ^ " 

Specific dates 1890 'S c a . 1930 1919 Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B _C _D _E _F _G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Lanham House is a conspicuous landmark in the dense commercial 
area of Lanham at the Capital Beltway. I t represents a simple la te 
nineteenth-century vernacular dwell ing which has been t o t a l l y renovated and 
expanded into an unusual and complex bu i ld ing . The or ig ina l frame dwel l ing 
was constructed short ly a f ter 1892, when the Lanham family purchased Lot #4 
of Beall and Baker's subdivision at Lanham S ta t i on . ' The house was a 
typ ica l two-story frame I-house, three-bays-by-one-bay, with entrance in 
the center of the west facade. Trueman and Emma Lanham died in 1916 and 
1919 respect ively, and the property was sold out of t he i r estate to t h e i r 
son Paul Lanham who, at that t ime, 1919/20, undertook the renovation and 
expansion of the bu i ld ing . Family t r a d i t i o n indicates that he acquired 
ready-made columns and entablature from the Hechinger Company, and placed 
them at the north gable end, thus reor ient ing the bui ld ing away from the 
r a i l r o a d , and giving i t a c lassical temple appearance.2 

In the 1930's the bui ld ing was expanded by the addit ion of a para l le l 
but smaller gable-roofed sect ion, connected to the main block by a perpen
d icu lar sect ion; these sections were highl ighted by pre-mil led entrance 
treatment, with p i las ters and decorative entablature.3 

Af ter the death of Paul Lanham in 1961, his widow sold th is complex 
dwel l ing (1969) to a law f i r m 4 , which contracted with archi tect Robert 
Puskar to expand and remodel the bui ld ing to serve as a law o f f i c e . This 
was done by adding one bay's length to the south of the main block, and 
relocat ing and reusing the f a n l i g h t , t r im and cornice in the new south 
gable end; a small pedimented entry porch was bu i l t on th i s south gable 
end. The easterly section was also increased in length by two bays, and 
again the entrance p i las ter and entablature were relocated and trimmed for 
new use at the new south gable end. Spaces in the main block and connect
ing section were remodeled in to o f f i c e s , while most of the easterly section 
was converted into a law l i b r a r y . ^ The resul t is a s t r i k i ng and unusual 
metamorphosis of a simple vernacular dwel l ing . 
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#7. Continued 

The main block rests on a brick foundation. Siding is of wide ho r i 
zontal board, and the roof is covered with asphalt shingle. There are two 
corbel led brick chimneys, one in each of the east and west planes of the 
roof between second and t h i r d bays of the or ig ina l block. There is a base
ment under the north section of the bu i l d ing , but construction deta i ls are 
not v i s i b l e . 

Af ter the north port ico was constructed, a smaller one-and-one-half-
story gable roofed bui ld ing (B) was constructed east of and para l le l to the 
main block, and connected to the main block by a narrow f ive-bay-long one-
story perpendicular connecting wing (C). In the north and south gable ends 
of Section B, and the north and south central bays of C, as well a the 
t h i r d (northmost) bay of the east facade of B, there are openings wi th 
special archi t rave treatment. Each of these f i ve openings consists of a 
pair of ten-pane doors flanked by molded p i las ters and surmounted by an 
entablature with so l id arched fan pediment. When two bays length was added 
to the south of Section B, th is ornamental pilastered/arched opening was 
trimmed and relocated at the new south gable end. Within the pedimented 
north and south gable ends of Section B are six-pane lunette windows. 

The one-story connecting wing (C) is one-room deep. I ts north and 
south facades are f u l l y glazed, consist ing of double eight-pane windows on 
each side of the central pi lastered/arched opening. 

Like the main block, the two wings rest on brick foundations which 
enclose a basement space. They are sided with wide horizontal board, and 
the roofs are covered with asphalt sh ingle. 
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#8. Continued 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Land Records JWB #20:764; JWB #21:429; JWB 
#23:358. 

2 Prince George's County Will GPH #1:754; Estate files #2773 and #3084; 
conversation with Paul Lanham, Jr., April 1985. 

3 Lanham Centennial Souvenir Book, 1972; Conversation with Paul Lanham, 
Jr., April 1985. 

4 Prince George's County Land Records #3712:948. 

5 Drawings of architect Robert Puskar, Suitland, Maryland, 1969. 



Chain of T i t l e 

Lanham House 
P.G. #70-7 

#3712:948 Nel l ie M. Ph i l l i ps Lanham (Mrs. Paul Lanham), widow, to 
24 Apr i l 1969 Lexres, L t d . , 2.283 acres in 20th Election D i s t r i c t , con-
Deed ta in ing .36 acres of l o t #4. .75 acres of l o t #5 and .11 

acres of lot #6 in Beal1 and Baker's subdivision at Lanham 
Station as recorded in Plat Book A, #104; same as recorded 
in #38:54, #219:293, #383:37 and #2664:152. 

#163:154 Charles L. and Al ice F. Lanham et a l , heirs at law of Emma 
18 Nov. 1920 Elizabeth Lanham, deceased, to Paul Lanham; l o t #4, Beall 
Deed and Baker's subdivision at Lanham Stat ion; same as shown 

on plat recorded in JWB #21:429. 

GPH #1:754 Estate of Emma Elizabeth Lanham who died 19 Oct. 1919; 
18 Nov. 1919 deceased devised her ent i re estate to her husband, Trueman 
Wil l Lanham, and at his death i t was to be sold and the pro

ceeds divided among her chi ldren (Trueman Lanham died 
in testate 11 Nov. 1916). 

#38:54 For $200, Charles L. and Al ice F. Lanham to Emma E. 
12 Sept. 1906 Lanham; 3 roods and 28.6 perches, l o t #4 of Beall and 
Deed Baker's subdiv is ion; same which grantor acquired by 

JWB #23:358. 

JWB #23:358 Reuben F. Baker and Clarence Beall to Charles L. Lanham; 
14 Sept. 1892 For $91, 3 roods and 28.6 perches, l o t #4 of Beall and 
Deed Baker's subdiv is ion. 

JWB #20:764 Clarence Bea l l , Susan A. Bea l l , L izzie Webb and Wil l iam G. 
7 Apr i l 1892 Brook, committee ad l i tem of Eugene R. Beal l , to Clarence 
Deed Beall and Reuben F. Baker; 2 t r a c t s , parts of Warrings 

Lot, one containing 32 7/8 acres, the second, formerly 
owned by Trueman Lanham, containing 6 1/4 acres, being a l l 
the real estate of Mary E. Lanham, deceased; same t rac ts 
which were ordered sold by decree of Equity passed 30 
March 1892. 
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Chain of T i t l e 

Lanham House 
P.G. #70-7 

#3712:948 Nell ie M. Phi l l ips Lanham (Mrs. Paul Lanham), widow, to 
24 April 1969 Lexres, L td . , 2.283 acres in 2Uth Election D i s t r i c t , con-
Deed taining .36 acres of l o t #4. .75 acres of lo t #5 and .11 

acres of lot #6 in Beall and Baker's subdivision at Lanham 
Station as recorded in Plat Book A, #104; same as recorded 
in #38:54, #219:293, #383:37 and #2664:152. 

#163:154 Charles L. and Alice F. Lanham et a l , heirs at law of Emma 
18 Nov. 1920 Elizabeth Lanham, deceased, to Paul Lanham; lo t #4, Beall 
Deed and Baker's subdivision at Lanham Stat ion; same as shown 

on plat recorded in JWB #21:429. 

GPH #1:754 Estate of Emma Elizabeth Lanham who died 19 Oct. 1919; 
18 Nov. 1919 deceased devised her entire estate to her husband, Trueman 
Will Lanham, and at his death i t was to be sold and -the pro

ceeds divided among her children (Trueman Lanham died 
intestate 11 Nov. 1916). 

#38:54 For $200, Charles L. and Alice F. Lanham to Emma E. 
12 Sept. 1906 Lanham; 3 roods and 28.6 perches, lo t #4 of Beall and 
Oeed Baker's subdivision; same which grantor acquired by 

JWB #23:358. 

JWB #23:358 Reuben F. Baker and Clarence Beall to Charles L. Lanham; 
14 Sept. 1892 For $91, 3 roods and 28.6 perches, lo t #4 of Beall and 
Deed Baker's subdivision. 

JWB #20:764 Clarence Beal l , Susan A. Beal l , Lizzie Weob and William G. 
7 April 1892 Brook, committee ad l i tem of Eugene R. Beall, to Clarence 
Deed Beall and Reuben F. Baker; 2- t racts, parts of Warrings 

Lot, one containing 32 7/8 acres, the second., formerly 
owned by Trueman Lanham, containing 6 1/4 acres, being al l 
the real estate of Mary E. Lanham, deceased; same tracts 
which were ordered sold by decree of Equity passed 3u 
March 1892. 
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